
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The word homeless typically does not bring to mind 
images of children and youth, but the reality is that 
many people experiencing homelessness are under the 
age of 18; some of them are a part of families 
experiencing homelessness, while others are youth 
experiencing homelessness on their own. Subtitle VII-B 
of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 
reauthorized in 2015 by Title IX, Part A of the Every 
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COULD YOUR JOB BE ELIMINATED DUE TO CUTBACKS OR A 

CHANGING JOB MARKET? 

Not surprisingly, a financial crisis, such as the loss of a 
job, can leave a family homeless. As a result of the Great 
Recession, 8.7 million jobs were lost in the United 
States between January 2008 and February 2010 
(Davidson, 2014). While unemployment rates currently 
reflect those before the Great Recession, employment-
to-population ratios indicate that a number of workers 
are still unable to find work, or are only working part 
time when they would prefer to work full time (Center 
on Budget and Policy Priorities, 2016). Long-term 
unemployment continues to present a significant 
problem, as well, with more than 30% of people without 
a job during 2015 falling into this category (Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, 2016).  

DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO 

SUPPORT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IF ONE OF YOU SUFFERS 

FROM A SERIOUS ILLNESS OR ACCIDENT? 

Illnesses and healthcare expenditures can deplete a 
family’s financial resources, with as many as 62% of all 
personal bankruptcies being related to healthcare 
expenses (Himmelstein, Thorne, Warren, & 
Woolhandler, 2009b). In the majority of healthcare-
related bankruptcy cases, the families owned homes, 
included members who had attended college, and had 
middle-class incomes prior to their crises (Himmelstein, 
Thorne, Warren, & Woolhandler, 2009a). 

COULD YOU EVER EXPERIENCE A NATURAL DISASTER? 

Natural disasters often strike with little to no warning, 
leaving devastation in their wake. Since 1980, the 
United States has experienced 212 weather and climate 
disasters where overall damages/costs totaled $1 billion 
or more (NOAA National Centers for Environmental 
Information, 2017). While this may bring to mind the 
often catastrophic impact of hurricanes, the interior of 
the country is impacted by natural disasters, as well. 
Floods, fires, tornadoes, and winter storms all have 
caused significant damage in communities across the 
country. 

HAS YOUR FAMILY EVER EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT 

CHANGES, CHALLENGES, 
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documents normally required for enrollment, or 
having missed application or enrollment deadlines 
during any period of homelessness; 

• enroll in school and attend classes while the school 
gathers needed documents; 

• continue attending the school of origin1, or enroll in 
the local attendance area school if attending the 
school of origin is not in the best interest of the 
student or is contrary to the request of the parent, 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth2; 

• receive transportation to and from the school of 
origin, if requested by the parent or guardian, or by 
the local liaison on behalf of an unaccompanied 
youth; and 

• receive educational services comparable to those 
provided to other students, according to each 
student’s need. 

WHY IS SCHOOL IMPORTANT TO CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS? 

While students experience instability in their home lives 
due to homelessness, school is often a place of safety and 
security. School provides students with a sense of 
belonging, a consistent and caring environment, and the 
security of an organized and predictable daily schedule 
(Moore, 2013), all of which provide a foundation for 
school success. School also provides basics that the 
students may not have access to at home, like breakfast 
and lunch.  

As schools continue to increase their focus on producing 
college- and career-
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